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ABSTRACT

The behavior of antler rubbing in the Ceryidae familt' during the period of hard antlers is
reLated to the territorial marking and reproductive activih'. Bawean deer (Axis kuhlii) is one of
the rarest animals in Indonesia and endemic to Bawean Island. The knowledge of their biologt'
in their natural habitat is scarce. The objective of this stud,- is to understand on their behavior,
particularh'the staSs during their hard antlers period bt, observing their rubbing activities on
the plantatiorts in their natural hab*at. Data collections were conducted in four sites, from June
I996 to October 1996, through monthh visits. Transects tt,ith the length o.f 900 to 2000 m anrl
width o.f 100 m were established. Observations took plabe even- 100 m along the transects in
both sides on the area of 25 mz. The name of local plants which were rub was noted. the length
and width of the rubbing marks on the plants and the diamerer of the plants were measuret!. The
results shotved tlrcre were 22 species (in which Twere unidentirteil of pLants being rub bt rhe
deer. The highest intensin'is on Macu ( l5Va)fottowed bt' Ngos-ngosan ancl Sentol ( I I 7o each).
Number of death plants due to rubbing activit\.was vet), low (< I Vo). Mean of the plants tlia,neter
beingrubv,as l9.l mm,withthelengtlrandtotalareabeingrubvvere l9.l mmand6521 nun:,
respectiveL\'. From this studt' it can be concluded that stags rub rhe plants durhg tlteir hard
antlers period on the bush\'ry'pe cateEon'. The rutting seasonfor Ba*-ean stags in their habitat
was estinuted between May to November.
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